
Messenger 
And now faith, hope, and love abide,  

these three; and the greatest of these is 
love. 

- 1 Corinthians 13:13  

The February 2011 

Love is patient; love is kind; love is not  
envious or boastful or arrogant or rude.  
It does not insist on its own way; it is not  
irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice  
in wrongdoing, but rejoices in the truth.  

It bears all things, believes all things,  
hopes all things, endures all things. 

- 1 Corinthians 13:4-7  



A ‘Moller’ Extraction 
By Bill Jones, Senior Pastor 

 

For over four decades our Moller pipe organ has performed faithfully 
through literally thousands of worship services and church musical events.  Stu-
dents from the College of William and Mary have used it as a practice instrument.  
But every instrument has its time.  The decision last year to replace the old Moller 
pipe organ with a new hand-crafted 61-rank Peragallo pipe organ was met with much joy and anticipation 
from musicians and parishioners alike. 

However, before the new organ can be installed this summer the old Moller organ must be extracted 
(even local dentists are cheering!) and the organ loft prepared for the implanting of the new organ.  The ex-

traction of the Moller will take place the week of February 7th and 
the restoration of the organ chamber will begin soon after.  The 
last note on our Moller organ will be sounded with the Postlude at 
the end of our worship services on Sunday, February 6th.  The fa-
vorite hymn of dentists, Crown Him with Many Crowns, may be 
a fitting postlude, but I‟ll leave that decision to Tom Marshall.  The 
Peragallo organ company is providing us the use of an electronic 
organ until our new organ arrives.   

 We are also pleased to announce that we have found an 
organ donee for our old Moller.  After Peragallo „pain‟-stakingly ex-
tracts the Moller they will use parts of the old organ to fashion a 
new organ for a smaller church that has purchased our instrument.  
You see, it pays to be an organ donor. 

 Worship is a significant part of what we do as a church. Our 
congregation has a strong appreciation of traditional worship.  That traditional worship includes the pipe or-
gan, an instrument born and raised in the world‟s churches.  The organ had been used in churches for a cou-
ple of centuries when Johann Sebastian Bach became the first to recognize fully its potential as the king of 
instruments, the instrument that more than any other could convey in music the power and majesty of God.  
A pipe organ, such as our new Peragallo with its 3,500 pipes, can produce many distinctive sounds and imi-
tate many of the instruments of an orchestra.  Bach would use the organ to its fullest potential, ten fingers 
and two feet in full motion, producing a greater wealth of sound than human ears had ever heard.  Only God 
could be more powerful.  Bach and many other 
great composers who have followed after him 
have done much to enhance the music of the 
church.  Here at Williamsburg UMC we will be car-
rying on a great tradition of Christian music.  On 
Sunday, September 18th, we are anticipating a 
Dedicatory Concert of our new organ.  It is our 
hope that countless lives of faith will be genuinely 
enriched through the experience of our worship 
for many years to come.   



   Thoughts from Allie 
 

 If you‟ve ever come to church on the first Wednesday morning of the month, chances are you‟ve 
seen more people than usual hanging out in the lobby.  They‟re here waiting to see me.  I meet with peo-
ple from 10 am to 12 pm the first Wednesday of the month to hear their requests for help with rent, a 
night at a hotel, utilities, and other miscellaneous requests—and to respond to those requests if possible. 

 Where does the money come from to meet these needs?  When you make a special offering on 
Communion Sundays using the Communion offering envelopes in your pews, that money goes to the Pas-
tor‟s Discretionary Fund (PDF).  I oversee this fund and provide people with financial assistance (as the 
name suggests) at my discretion.  This may not be news to many of you, but it might be to some.  And 
from those who do know the PDF exists, I‟ve still gotten a lot of questions about how it works.  So this is 
my attempt to tell you all a little about just one of our ministries here at WUMC. 

 Most of the people who receive PDF money are people I meet with on those Wednesdays.  Sup-
posedly, I meet with people every Wednesday for this purpose, and not just the first one of the month, 
but the need in Williamsburg is such that the amount budgeted for the month rarely stretches past the 
first Wednesday.  Sometimes it doesn‟t even last till noon.  I also work closely with several social workers 
from the City in helping with the financial needs of their clients, and sometimes church members become 
aware of people in need in our community and bring those needs to me. 

 Though meeting with people in need and overseeing the PDF isn‟t the most time consuming part 
of my job, it‟s one of the most challenging and stressful.  It is always hard to determine a faithful balance 
between compassion for someone in a tight situation and good stewardship of this money.  I do have lim-
its on how much I will help any one person in a certain period of time ($200/12 months) to try to ensure 
that this money is used to help people in emergencies, and not as ongoing support.  Still, the questions 
remain: will the help I give this person change anything?  Am I being too stingy in meeting a real need?  
Am I being taken advantage of?  Is it better to help this person or the next person waiting in the lobby?  
No matter what, it‟s an imperfect process.  But as one church member put it when I expressed these 
challenges in a meeting—it should be hard.  Even on days when the need and demand has me close to 
tears, I am glad—deep down, perhaps—that I have to wrestle with these questions.  If we‟re not wres-
tling as a church with the hard questions of riches and poverty existing side by side in our community, 
and with the hard questions of how to best love people, then I think we need to ask ourselves why not. 

 There‟s a lot more I could say about the PDF if I had room, but I hope this helps introduce and 
explain a little about it.  I invite your questions, if you want to know more.   Meanwhile, when you make 
a special offering on Communion Sunday, know where it goes, and what it might mean to your neighbor 

who receives it. 



Dear Friends, 

 

 I am deeply appreciative of all the cards, calls, visits and 

other indications of your concern and support.  I have especially 

been gratified by receiving a prayer shawl from those who offer 

this very tangible ministry.  Many of you have reached out to Jane 

Sydney and myself through very thoughtful ways.  We both are 

very grateful for having this body of Christ to be our church home.  

I am doing well, following the doctor‟s orders, and listening to my 

body as well as the spirit within.  Thank you to all of you who have 

been so supportive. 

 

    Mike Meloy  

Condolences 
 

 Our thoughts and prayers go out to the families 
of those who have passed away during the month of 
January: 

Jan Knickerbocker 

Bill Lipscomb  

Bob Miller 

Lyman Peters 

Doug Campbell 

Jack Corber 

Bill Foley 

Ordway Gates 

George Gregory 



Extra!  Extra!  Read all about it!   
 A sure remedy for winter‟s chill is available in our church li-
brary.  Whether your interest is in Bible study, church history, missions, theol-
ogy, social concerns, spiritual growth, going green, family resources, caring 
ministries or biography, or you would just like to escape momentarily into the 
world of Christian fiction, you are sure to find a book to curl up with which will 
inspire, enlighten and warm you from the inside out.  Featured for the children 
this month are stories of winter fun, a special groundhog, Valentine‟s Day, and 
friendship, one quite extraordinary one. 
 

Coming soon… 
 16 new books, 15 through donations to the library‟s Giving 
Tree.  Among the new selections are 4 for children and 12 for adults, 7 of 
which are on the UMW Reading List.  All will be featured at the Crossroads Ta-
ble later this month or in early March.  Watch for the announcement and plan 
to check out all the exciting new offerings available to you.  To whet your ap-
petite, for starters perhaps you‟ll want to embark on the deeply personal jour-
ney to interfaith collaboration with a pastor, rabbi and sheikh in Getting to 
the Heart of Interfaith; discover what makes United Methodists unique in 
Being a Christian in the  Wesleyan Tradition; be inspired by John Flowers 
and Karen Vannoy‟s ministry with the homeless in Not Just A One-Night 
Stand; or explore the meaning of Paul‟s words in a new book on the Apostle, 
Paul Among the People.  Children will delight in meeting Little Beauty, a very 
special gorilla, and celebrating how all the animals have a place in the choir in 
All God’s Critters.  This is just a few of the treats in store for you.  Our 
thanks to Denise Hinders and Mary Rogers and Bill Hill for their thoughtful and 
generous “gifts of reading.” 

 It was our founder John Wesley who said:  “It cannot be that the peo-
ple should grow in grace unless they give themselves to reading.  A reading 
people will always be a knowing people.”  Be among the growing, reading and 
knowing people.  Stop in the library soon and check out some books. 

Library News 



United Methodist Men 
 

Breakfast on Saturday!! 

 MEN, you are cordially invited to bring 
your spouse/sweetheart to the next Valentine 
Breakfast meeting of the UMM, Saturday, 
February 5 at 8:00 a.m. in Fellowship Hall. If 
you do not have a sweetheart, come any-
way.  All are welcome! The cost of the break-
fast is $5.00 per person.  The theme?  LOVE - 
A Many Splendored Thing.  The speaker will 
be retired Bishop H. Hasbrouck Hughes, Jr.   

 For reservations, please contact Dick 
Spaulding (565-6252) or rictak@cox.net by 
February 1. 

 Ever wondered about all the hype surrounding the book The 
Shack, but haven‟t had a chance to read or discuss it?  Rev. Allie Rosner 
will lead a four-week study of the book on Monday evenings, February 
14, 21, and 28 and March 7, from 7-8:00 p.m.  Call the church office 
(229-1771) to register and let us know if you need a copy of the book 
($8). 

 Williamsburg United Methodist Men 
will host the Presbyterian Men's Fellowship at 
the March breakfast meeting on Saturday, March 
5 at 8:00 a.m. in Fellowship Hall.  The cost of the 
breakfast is $5.00 per person.  The speaker for 
the occasion is Dr. Cecil McFarland, President of 
The Chaplain Service of Virginia (a ministry to 32 
prisons and 3 juvenile correctional centers in the 
Commonwealth of Virginia that encompasses 
32,000 adult offenders).  Invite a friend to come 
with you, and be on hand to welcome the Presby-
terian Men to our Church.   

 For reservations, please contact Dick 
Spaulding (565-6252) or rictak@cox.net by March 
1. 



 The ECMS board is excited to offer a reasonably priced romantic 
evening for you and your sweetheart, complete with a candlelit, 
catered dinner, and free child care . . . but it won’t cost $200 or 
even $100.  Enjoy an evening of live entertainment, featuring love 
songs from the 30’s, 40’s, 50’s and more!  No sweetheart?  No 
problem.  Groups are welcome, too. 
 
 

When:  Friday, February 11 from 6:00 – 8:00 p.m. 
Where: Church Fellowship Hall 

Cost:  $25 per person (tips accepted) 

 
 

For reservations, contact Cindy Freeman  
229-1771 ext 108 

Or 
cfreeman@williamsburgumc.org 

Thank you for your thoughtful & generous love offerings during  

the Christmas Season. 

— From the Church & Custodial Staff 



 What is happening in our younger classes of preschoolers and young 
elementary children in February?  They will be learning all about “Jesus‟ Teach-
ings:” 

  February 6:    The Lord‟s Prayer 

  February 13:  The Birds of the Air 

  February 20:  The Golden Rule 

  February 27:  The Greatest Commandment 

 Preschool Class:  Room 207 led by Miss Bonnie (Brothers) and Miss  

Joy (Mair) 
 

 Kindergarten and First Grade Class:  Room 201 led by Mr. and Mrs. Bor-
den and Mrs.  Potter. 
 

 So make sure your children are with us in Sunday School each week for 
a fun and interactive, age appropriate experience that will help them develop a 
personal experience with God and a long-lasting relationship with Jesus Christ. 

Sunday School News… 

 

 Join other young adults (post-college-age through late thirties) from churches around Williamsburg in 
an ecumenical service day on Saturday, February 26!  We will meet here at Williamsburg UMC at 8:30 (yes, 
a.m.) and head to a Housing Partnerships project site, then join back here at church for lunch when we‟re 
done. 
 

 RSVP to Rev. Allie Rosner, arosner@williamsburgumc.org or (229-1771).  Childcare is 
available, just let me know number of kids and their ages. 

For information about any Bible study or Sunday School for all ages,  
contact Cindy Banek, (229-1771 x258). 

Young Adult Service Day 



From reNEW Youth Ministry 

February?  How could it possibly be February...again...already?  It seems just last week, we were planning 
for Christmas and “digging out” from the Christmas Day Blizzard.  But sure enough, this week, we turn the 
page on January 2011 and move on to February.  It may be the shortest month of the year, but it‟s certainly 
chock-full of “stuff.”  Here‟s a sample: 

 

Preliminary Registration Dates for 2011 Mission Trips arrive.  Registration forms and other info 
posted on the Youth Missions page under College & Youth on the Church Website. 

 

Feb 6 is Super Bowl Sunday! 

Pick up Super Bowl Chili orders in Fellowship Hall beginning after the 8:15 service.  Limited 
additional quantities will be available, while supplies last (still $10/quart). 

Youth (and parents) are invited to attend the Annual First-Half Super Bowl & Commercial-
Watching Potluck Party!  This year, we‟ll host the event in the Youth Center beginning 
30 minutes prior to kickoff (check listings). 

 Youth with LAST names A-L, bring a “dessert” to share. 

 Youth with LAST names M-Z, bring an “appetizer” to share. 

 Arrange for rides home following the Halftime Show. 
 

Feb 13 is an All Youth Bowling Night!  More details to come. 
 

Feb 20 is scheduled as ―Youth Sunday,‖ when the Youth assume responsibility for all-things-worship-
related.  We think you‟ll be amazed by these young leaders! 

 

January 30: Ecumenical Worship on the theme of Christian Unity.  Features leadership by youth 
from WUMC and seven other Williamsburg-area churches.  More information to come. 

 

Join our email list!  Fill out the subscription form by visiting the reNEWsletter page under “College & 
Youth” on the Church Website.  You can also subscribe under the “Email Signup” tab on our Group Facebook 
Page (www.Facebook.com/WUMCYouth). 

 
reNEW Youth Ministry:  

Nurturing, Empowering and Welcoming the youth of Williamsburg UMC and beyond. 

 If you would like to submit an article for publication in the Messenger, the 
deadline for submittals is the 15th of the month.  They can be submitted by e-mail 
to Lianne Koch at lkoch@williamsburgumc.org.  If you have any questions, please 
e-mail or call Lianne (229-1771). 

http://www.Facebook.com/WUMCYouth
mailto:lkoch@williamsburgumc.org


Organ Progress Report 
 

        The Organ Installation team has been busy over the holiday season.  First, we 
have chosen Michael C. Brown Custom Renovations to do the sanctuary remodeling 

work necessary for the installation of the new organ.  The remodeling work will begin very 
soon.  In addition, we are pleased to announce that a buyer for our old organ has 
been located.  Once our organ has been removed, it will be rebuilt and used by a 
smaller church.  Finally, the organ chamber has been checked for asbestos and lead, 
and neither of these materials were found. 

        We continue to be grateful for the continued flow of monies into the Organ Fund 
as people honor their pledges.  We are now entering the critical stage of installation 

of the new organ and the corresponding outflow of funds to pay for 
it.  As you watch the changes taking place within our sanctuary, please 

pray for the continued success of this project  as we strive to 
enhance our ability to praise God through music. 

 Thank you for the great response to our tie donation 
drive.  We look forward to displaying our tie quilt creation in the 
spring. 

 Donations from the December Piano Concert benefit netted 
over $700 to the Respite Care Program!  Thank you for your contin-
ued support of this ministry supporting caregivers of adults with 
special needs. 

 The respite care clients will be creating terrariums in Feb/
March as part of our therapeutic gardening program.  If you have 
any clear plastic containers (roughly 2 quart size) that you are able 
to donate, please drop them at the Respite Care Room.  

 

   With gratitude, 

   Carolyn Yowell 

   Executive Director 

Terrariums Needed for Respite Care Project 



 
 
 
 
 

TO HELP WITH OUR “CLEAN THE PEWS”  
PROJECT 

 

 

When: 

Saturday morning February 26  
&  

Sunday afternoon February 27  
 

 

A little background information: 

 A waxy buildup has become evident on the backs (mainly the top edge) of the pews.  We have a plan 
to clean the wood, and then polish, to “restore” the finish and cover some ugly scratches 

 

The details: 

 Saturday morning, we need 20 energetic folks to clean the pews. This is relatively hard work, 
using elbow grease and a good shoulder.  We think this will take about 3 hours with 20 folks.  We have 
concluded that the polish should not be applied on a Saturday afternoon. 

 

 So, on Sunday afternoon,  we need 12-15 polishers. This work is easier, but involves a wipe 
down, coffee break, then wipe off and a little buffing.  We think this will allow more time for complete 
drying before the Sunday services. 

 

 We will have the supplies:  wood cleaner, wood polish, and rags. 

 

 You should bring your own rubber or latex gloves if you need them. 

 

 To sign up for either day, contact Wil or Kay Colton (804-557-3800) or  
wncolton@gmail.com or kaycholly@gmail.com. 

 

 

Thanks in advance for helping to keep our sanctuary beautiful! 

Don’t delay-we need a head count by February 7! 
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Missionaries to Speak at 50 Plus Luncheon 
 

 Our 50’s Plus luncheon group will meet on Wednesday, February 9 
at noon in Fellowship Hall.   This month, we will feature a special program 
offered by Dr. and Mrs. Eduardo and Claudia Maia, Virginia Conference spon-
sored United Methodist missionaries serving in the Global Health program in 
Mozambique.  Eduardo, a physician and surgeon, has been in practice 
at  Chicuque Hospital in Mozambique.   Claudia, a community health worker, 
has been working with local citizens to improve their living conditions.  The 
Maia‟s come to speak to us about their experiences in Mozambique. 

 As this is truly a special opportunity for our church, we welcome all 
members of the congregation to join us for lunch and the presentation.  We 
only ask that you bring a small donation for the chicken (provided) and a side dish or dessert to share with 
the group.  We look forward to seeing you!  For information about our 50‟s Plus group of the Maia‟s visit with 
us, contact Cindy Banek (229-1771). 

50’s Plus Luncheon50’s Plus Luncheon 


